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especially on the southern slopes air drainage and the sun's warmth
give rise to the raising of tree fruits and vines. Such cultivation as
occurs takes place in the glacial and alluvial soils of the valley bot-
toms, but the small amount of level ground limits the possibility in
this direction. Large portions of these mountains are forested, and
timber constitutes one of the most important resources of the region.
However, in the western Alps much of the crest is above the timber
line, and in other sections bare rock prevents tree growth, while among
the Dinaric Alps the porous limestone is bare or gives rise to a semi-

A winter scene in the Carpathians.    (Courtesy of the Rumanian Legation, Wash-
ington, D. C.)

desert type of vegetation. Another important resource of this region is
its water power. The rainfall which ranges from moderate to heavy,
the frequent glaciers and snow fields, the numerous lakes and the steep
slopes afford ideal conditions for the development of hydro-electric
power which, because of the absence of coal, is so much in demand in
many of these regions. Unfortunately the folded mountains themselves
contain few important minerals, although around their edges there is
some development of the mining industries. As would be expected of a
region of this type, the population is sparse except in a few sections
such as portions of Switzerland, where the development of manufac-
turing has led to a considerable concentration of towns and cities.